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To his Reverend Brethren of the Clergy, and mare 
eſpecially ro thaſe who are under the Juriſdiction 


of the Arch-Deacon of Hart ington, and were Av- 
— ditors of the following Diſcourſe, : 24 


HE Chriſtian Church begay , and wes efte- 
bliſhed, ia all its E ſe eat tals , by tbat Autbarity 


which Chriſt bipſcif gave to his Apaſtes, tis 

y firſt Commuſiau-Offucers :. and *(a4 by the care 

aud faithfulneſs of them and their Succeſſors (together 
with the ſpecial preſence of Ehriſt with them, end his uyp- 
doubted bleſſing upon their boneſt Engeauours) that it 
ſhall left Co.0he and of the Werld. Though therefore we 
ere. ſure the Chureb ſpall never utterly fail ar be deſtroyed, 


fo lowg & the Flegvens and the Earth , which are xav, 


ſhall endare ; yet it may ebb and flow, decay and floariſp, 
laoſe its ſtrength end comaline/s, aud recayer them again ; 
and undergo inuumerabie. changes apd — in the 
ſeveral parts and branches of it : But, I think, it may 
traly be ſaid, that no particular Church , # well conſtity- 
ted as ours is, can turnta deegy (much leſs can it die gud 
be extinguiſhed). whareithe Clergy 476 Learned nd Pro 
dent, Sincereaud Diligervt, Vnanimous aud Fe alow, 
the difcbarge of their ſeveral Offices. And this Conſidere- 
tion gives ws great reaſon to hope, that the days of the 


proſperity of this Church may nar be ſa ſhort, as too ms 
"do myſh they 194y ; and many HHS 4re Feady fo Prove, 
they, certainly, will by: Far no Charch, of the ſame. ex- 


teut, cau ſhew ſo many Learued, Wiſe, and Induſtrions 
Clergy»men, 4s Ours £41 G0 , at this day, New, if all 
rhs/e-mere 8/{e. truly unanimous in their Counſel(s, and 
firmly mytted 14nd waftigngdly zealous, in their Fndeq- 
vaurs, far the pramating tve cemman Canſe of Chriſti 
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| eſp us, they might fo far influence, animatey 


CY gw 
and' diret# the whole Body of the Clergy, as to make 


them the Inftruments of Caring the moſt dan 
pers of this Church : and of bringing of 


eros diſtem- 


'#t tykewiſe to 


great beauty and pirfetFion. "Anil "that all ſorts and de- 

high or low, may be 
rruly ſerviceable to the Church, and i raeenral towards 
the healing her _— » 4nd making up of* her defects ; 
"they ſhould take great heed unto' themſelves , thay they 
"may have right "and clear ſpirits wirhin'them, i.'E. Net- 
"ther diſtorted with Vice, nor polluted or | ſowred with any 
"kind 'of peccant humoar : They ſhould not be envious, 
or malignant agtinſt' any ; and much leſs ſhould 


grees of the Clergy , whethey they be 


| previlhs 


A 
Da) 


* 
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nJP- one' another; \They ſhould wot be' of 


they" * dpainſt* | JOUEA Ve 
Mnf Wares, 'covttons, 'or ſelfifh Spirits; 'but. ofirninds 


: really penerons; loving , humble , meek, trattable, and 
charitable towaras alt ; ever rejotcing in truth,, and in 
: that which is good , what. ever condition themſelves are 
"tn." Auk, in & word, they" fpomld*j above albmen, look, 
every man on his own things, but every man (among(t 
"them eſpecially) alſo on the things of others, Phil. 2. 4. 
and as it follows in the next Verſe, to let this mind be 
"mm them, - which was alſo in Chrift:Jeſis, &7.. and let 
"ne alld, Fhat was'in his mopoble \, heroical,” and moſt 
faithful Servant St. Paul', as *tis partly ſet forth in the 
muſt needs be bleſ= 
fings to the Church , let their own ftations in it be mhat 
- they will. '\ For if © we obſerve matters narrowly j and will 
" judge according to righteous judgment, *twill appear, that 
tis mens ſeeking their own, and not the things of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that makes them they are not always ſerviceable to 
the affairs of the Church :* For if men were of right Spi- 
"rits, they would ever be of pure nitnas, "and alſo peaceable, 
modeſt , and hamble in all their behaviour : and if they 
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following diſcourſe. * And then t 


could 


I6, And knowing the manifold diſtempers of the late 
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conld not ſerve the cauſe of true Religion in one kind, they 
would not fail to do if in another ; and "tis the doing 
what we can in our Capacities that makes our ſervices ac- 
ceptable to God and Men. 
"And if any ſee it neceſſary to advertiſe or __ their 
Brethren , for ſome dangerous ſlips they may have maat, 
'or for ſome pernicious Errours they may, unawares, have 
fallen into: they ſhould, undoubtedly, do it in the moſt 
friendly manner ; and they ought not to exceed the bounds 
of Charity , nor the Laws of the ſpirit of Meekneſs in a 
work of ſo nice and difficult a nature. And if all the ſa- 
cred Tribe had duly regarded the great Apoſtles advice, 
Gal. 6. 1. we ſhould not have heard of ſuch ſnarlings, 
and bitings, and opening of Mouths, amongſt them, as 
if they would devour one another. For it is not to be told 
zn Gath, zor publiſhed in the ſtreets of Askalon, what 
bitter Satyrs and invedtives ſome Clergy-men have , of 
late, publiſhed againſt their Brethren. But if they who 
ſhould teach all Mankind, and be Exemplary to them in 
every grace of the Spirit , ſhall give themſelves the li- 
berty to chaſten one another, at Ach a rate; we may ea- 
fity gueſs what ſort of Perſons they will make ſport for, 
and what the conſequences of ſuch kind of doing will be. 
And that we may not wo fo deſtroy onr ſelves (when 
we have ſo many Enemies that are ſething our ruine) we 
ſhould deeply conſider , that the Spirit which awelleth tn 


ws luſteth to _ , 4nd that the beſt , and wiſeſt of all, 
, 


\are but Men, ſubjeft to many paſſions, failings, and in- 
firmities: and we ſhould often remember, what the Scrip- 
tures of truth do __ concerning thoſe who would be 
accounted the wiſeſt, when their Wit and Wiſdom proceeds 
not \ from the Spirit of Wiſdom , or deſcendeth: not from 

x Cor. 3. 19, 20, 21. 4nd Jam. 3: 13, 14, 15, 
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thnres, and under what different prejudices Perſons have 
been bred up, it i great injuitice for men to be over-ſevere 
1 cenfuring aud judging one another ; aud if we can but 
agree in all the parts of our preſent Conſtitution , accord= 
ing 10 0ur Oaths and Subſcriptions , that ſhould be enough 
70 make us all Friends; and ſbould be accounted the ouly 
ſure bond of Unity , that is fit and able to hold us toge- 
ther : and if all can be brought, by gentle methods , to 
be conformable to the Rules of the Church, and to ſubnut 
their Dottrines to the Jadgment of their Superiours (as 
every ſound Member of « true Church ought $0 do) all 
Names of diitinition, amongſt our ſelves, ſhould be whol- 
ly laid aſide. And ſeeing the Sentiments of Mex axe (and 
ever will be) various, according to the ſeveral prejudices 
they have imbibd , in a aiſtratted time , ava finding the 
nature off Mankind is ſo frail and touchy , "(is greatly to 
be hoped, that the Reverend Fathers of the Church will 
ſhew themſelves to be Perſons of ſo. much Wiſaam and 
Goodneſs, as to treat their Childrea,, of all ſorts ,\ with 
extraordinary tenderneſ3' and diſcretion : and that they 
will, by the propereft means , endeavour to les them ſee, 
they really aims to do them all good though in « divided 
fate of things, *tis impoſſible every body 64 have his own 
hnmour. And they that ere Superiours tn the Church, in 
any kind, andin @ flowiy{hing Condition, ſhould evgr bawe 
4 feeling Compaſſion for their Brethren , who are on the 
ſuffering fidity. 67 in 8 lower ft a7 tou, gaxd are tarlisg. uweer 
meaner CIrcanſhances.,” and this:moulg be 4 right mneare-£0 
encournge thew wwaer their dffutalties, to make team di- 
ligent and uſeful tn their flations , axd truly oh/ervent 0 
all their fair und Canonicel Injuntdions ; and niat/aruer 
difrontents and" faſferings. fort of wr wartby:Brethress 
maybe under, at pr efent, y*t 'tis to be hopen, Vhey wilh ee 
{0 jaft and wife , as 07 tovreak out i419 any farther ai- 


viſions : 
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viſions: but that they will rather fet their hazyds to help, 
as faſt as they can, to heal thoſe wounds , and make ud 
thofe breaches, that have alread cauſed fo "nach pain ant 
grief; and that have let in % many miſchiefs upon us. 
 Andit i infinitely to be deſired, that all forts of "Pey ſons, 
who have any love for God and true Religion left in their 
hearts, Shall tay afide all kind of bitterneſs,” animoſity, 
wud fattiouſneſs of Spirit; and that they would ſeriouſly 
and candidly, apply their minds to think upon, and atFually 
ro purſue, ſuch things #s make for Peace, and for the rea! 
edifying of the Charch, betterin themſelves, and mend- 
ing of the whole Worl4, And for our Diſſenters of every 
denomination , though we extend our Charity never jo 
nerd | Jet we can wy on them as none other, than the 
brokers Remains and Off-ſprixgs of the moſt manufe; 
Schiſmn that ever Foe; _ CG Loch - ow EA 


them 4s they and divided into their different Sets, anil 
with their oppoſitions one againſt. another, *twill evidently 


appear, they are as meer a Bakel, as ever the Chriſtiar 
orld beheld. But nevertheleſs, whew we ſeriouſly call 
to our minds, how and in what times they began, and en- 
creaſed ,'in- what marner they have been managed, mhat 
Scandals have been. given them, ani how hard a thinz 
Vzs for the beſt .and wiſeſt of men to put aff the iaveterate 
Prejudices of their Eduration, 8c, We muſt needs grant 
"many of thent to be perſons of very honeſt and good mean- 
ing , and therefore real bitte? ori \prty nnd Compaſ- 
Io TH} & | OTE 
And Tam verily perſwatled, that were ſo leaxned, form- 
64, "und ever wa | 
3 Charh 6 Eagan are,but ſo well united as they might 
be Tt gdh girl 109 rater Joe fs 
in their \ſetzeral truſts, according to the deſign of the fol- 
67 Diſcourſe; not only the Paris would / greatly i 
| courage, 


0: conſiderable a body, as the Clergy .of 


bronght to att together,.in ſame meaſare,. 


Rewerend Neighbours ! before I put an end to thisPreface, 


beſtowing formal Comple- 
ments upon you, 0r in making long Noob Ve my ſelf"; 


rions Generation may nw think , yet the. time. s ſbortly 
coming, when five words ſpoken in, and for the Peace and 
Unity of the Church , and with a truly charttable Spirit, 
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for the reformation of what is amiſs in all ſorts of men, 
ſhall ſtand us in more ſtead , than ten thouſand words de- 
livered in 4 contentious manner , and for the upholding 
any kind of faction, looſeneſs, or ailorder. 

Finally, I do beg, that your Prayers may go along with 
what you ſend forth, and that you would ſeriouſly ſay, The 
Lord projper it, and we wiſh it good luck in the Name of 
the Lora. Wherein you will alſo join with 


Your Loving Brother, 


and humble Servant, 


Sam. Jaywell. 
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For all ſeel their own, not the things 
which are Feſus Chriſts. 


]: appears from the two Verſes immediately fore- 


going, and from that which follows juſt after 
theſe words, that the Great Apoſtle utters this 
Complaint of ſome of the Clergy of his time ; 
and cluefly of thoſe, who were his own Fellow-La- 
bourers in the work of the Goſpel. For *tis with 
the reſpe& unto the ſpecial faithfulneſs, and like- 
mindedneſs of Timothy with himſelf, and by way of 
reproving and cenſuring the reſt, who were then 
about him; that St. Pas/ delivers theſe words which. 
T have choſen for my Text. But it muſt not be ima- 
gined, that he wrote them raſhly, or uncharitably ; 
Ss B 2 either 
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either not well conſidering what he ſaid, or with a 
deſign to vilifie, or unjuſtly to accuſe any of his Bre- 
thren (and God forbid , that the leaſt uncharitable 
thought towards any of his Brethren , ſhould har- 
bour in the mind of him who is now about to handle 
them.) For the right raking of the Apoſtle therefore 
in this place, it muſt he conſidered, rhat Men who 
are extreamly zealous themſelves in a Cauſe of great 
Conſequence, are ready to look on others (whom 
they obſerve to be leſs affected in the ſame concern). 
to be little better than Neutraliſts, or Luke-warm 
Perſons: And thus it appears, ithat St. Paul was 
himſelf carried on with ſuch a conſtant burning zeal 
for the glory of his Maſter Chriſt Teſus,that-he lookt 
on the generality of his Fellow-Labourers, in the 
work of the Miniſtry, to be but a Worldly and car- 
nal ſort of Goſpellers. For though their buſineſs lay 
chiefly about ſpiritual and Heavenly matters , yet, 
he found, their thoughts were too much employed 
about Earthly, Worldly , and tranſitory eoncerns : 
and when their Profeſſion led and obliged them to 
mind, eſpecially, the things whereby the glory of 
Chriſts Kingdom might be promoted, and ha Souls 
of Men Eternally ſaved.; he ſaw they aimed. more 
than they ſhould have done, at ſuch things as, they 
thought, might advance their own ſecurity , cafe, 
and preſent advantage in this World. So that *cis 
not by way of accuſing them of Crimes,. or Con- 
demning their Perſons, but only to the diminiſhing 
the zeal of ſome of his Brethren, that St. Pau/ utters 
the words of the Text ſaying , For all ſeek their. own, 
not the things of FeſusChriſt. 1 ſhall not ſpend my time 
in ſhewing,, what is here meait by our own things, 
and what by tlie things of Jeſus Chriſt, it being ſuf 
ciently obvious, that by the. former are meant ſuch 
: matters, 
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matters, as relate only to our natural and temporal 
good ; and by the latter, ſuch things as are of a ipt- 
ritual nature, and which relate unto Chriſt's Eternal 
Kingdom : But from the words I ſhall obſerve thele 
three general matters, 

Firſt, The excceding great zeal of St. Paul 
above that of the ret of his Brethren ; for he was, I 
ſay, ſo wholly ſwallowed up with the Love of his 
Maſter, and his mind was ſo conſtantly fixed to do 
him honour and ſervice, that the generality of lus 
Fellow-Labourers appeared, to his apprehenſion, Jit- 
tle better than carnal Worldlings and Self-ſeekers ; 
for he here ſaith of them, all ſeek rheir own, 

Secondly, We may hence obſerve, That even in 
the Primitive Times of all, there was much want of 
Zeal, and great defects and infirmities amongſt the 
Clergy themſelves ; or elſe the Apoſtle could not have 
{aid of them as he doth in the Text. - 

Thirdly and laſtly, That *tis, certainly, the ſpe- 
cial buſineſs of the Clergy, to ſeek the things of Jeſus 
Chriſt in the firſt place, and above all other matters 
that may be called their own ; otherwiſe, the Apoſtle 
could not have blamed his Brethren for not doing ſo. 
Of theſe three General heads I. intend to ſpeak at this 
time. And'Firſt. of St. Pau/s exceeding great Zeal 
above the reſt of his Brethren. 

And this,. I know, is a ſubject large enough of it 
ſelf to take up all my time, if I ſhould aimto proſecute 
it in its full extent ; but I ſhall ſpeak of it chiefly with 
reſpect to the matter inhand ; and only ſo far as may 
be agreeable with my. preſent purpoſe : and I take 
it for a groſs miſtake, and an Errour of manifold ill 
Conſequence (which yet prevails amongſt all forts of 
our ModernDiſlenters) that St. Pa«/ is not Eminently 

diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed from almoſt all other Miniſters of Chrift 
whatſoever ; not only for his Extraordinary gifts and 
endowments, but alſo for his ſingular Zeal, for the 
glory of Chriſt and high degrees of perfeQion in all 
manner of ſelf-denyal,Chriſtian charity, and holynefs 
of life. And I queſtion, whether any meer Man in the 
World ever arrived to ſuch heights of Chriſtian per- 
feQtion, in every reſpeCt, as he did : Neither are 0- 
thers obliged, by any precept of the Goſpel], to imi- 
tate his Example in ſeveral caſes. | 

>3 Asin his Preaching the Goſpel _— to the Corin- 
thizns (for he did not do it in all other places) and his 
labouring with his own hands, that he might not be 
chargable to any of them ; which was a peculiar 
piece of ſelf-denyal in him, and a voluntary offering, 
which he humbly gloryed in, and expeQted in a ſpe- 
cial manner to be rewarded for it. I might add to 
this, his living a Virgin all his days, as *tis commonly 
believ*d he did, but was not bound to do. And alſo, 
That when he was one of che freeft men in the World, 
he made himſelf ſervant unto all : and theſe things 
he did out of an overplus of Zeal for his Maſters ſer. 
vice ; and that he might not give the leaſt offence, or 
ſuſpicion of offence, to any in the diſcharge of his Mi- 
niſtry , as ny appear to him that reads the 'gth 
Chapt. of lis firſt Epift. to the Corinthians ; and if 
we conſider his life and behaviour a little more par- 
ricularly , and with reſpe&t to what he faith here in 
the Text ; we ſhall find, that he ſought not his own 
rhings., bur thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, in every inttance 
that can be named. | | 
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ſtood in Competition with his duty ro God, or might 


be the leaſt hinderance to him in the winning of 
Chriſt. 


He ſought not his own eaſe, for he was in continual = 


travels, watchings, and labours of many kinds ; he labour- 
ed more abundantly than they all, 1. e. more than any 
one of the moſt Zealous of Chriſts Apoſtles; he fought 
mot his own honoar or greatneſs, for he perfettly knew how 
ro be abaſed, and did aQtually humble and debaſe him- 
ſelf to the meaneſt diſpenſarions , of travelling up 
and down- on foot, and working for a livelyhood 
ſometimes with his own hands ; and he was fo far 
from domineering over any, that he voluntarily made 
himſelf a Servant unto all, that he might win the 
more unto'Chriſt ; and he was fo free from revenge, 
and retaliating injuries, that he — he would very 

tailly [perrd, and be ſpent for thoſe that dealt moſt un- 
nw by him ; 4 _ wy more , he 
Hons them, the leſs he were loved of them, 2 Cor. 12. 
r5;: and *tis moſt manifeſt, that he ſought not his 
own- temporal ſecurity ; for he moſt readily expoſed 
himſelf to all manner: of dangers and hardſhips for 
Chriſts fake ; witneſs, his own long” Catalogue of 
perils and ſufferings, 2 Cor 11. Nay, he was ſo far 
from refuſing any ſort of difficulties and hardſhips for 
the promoting of Chriſts Kingdom ; that he ſaith he 
took pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceſſi- 
ties, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſts ſake, 
2 Coy. 12. 16. and when he was ſure, that bonds and 
aMictions. waited for him in every place, he tells the 


Elders of Epheſus, AQt. 20. 24. that none of thoſe things 


moved him ; neither, faith he, count T 2750 dear unto 
h 


my (elf, ſo that 1 might finiſh my courſeMth joy, and the 
Miſtry which I have Ware of the Lord efas to teft i- 


fythe Goſpel. of the grace of God. His: 
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His Mind was perfeCtly bent on pleaſing his Hea- 
venly Maſter, and profiting of his Ghurch an Earth, 
and he never ſeemed eaſy, when the work of his Mt- 
riſtry met with any lets or impediments, till he him- 
{elf had uſed his beſt endeavours to remove them out 
of the way. And he was ſo ablolutely free from ſeek- 
ing to pleaſe himſelf, and from minding his own 
things, that he ſpent himſelf wholiy in labouring 
to pleaſe God, and the members of his Church ; as 
he ſaith, x Cor. 10. 33. Even as I pleaſe all men in 
all things, not ſeeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
mary, that they may be ſaved. So that, if ever any one 
perfeAly fullfilled that moſt heroical Exhortation, 
which he gives to all Chriſtians, Rowe. 15. 2. *twas 
he himſelf, viz. That every one ſhould pleaſe his 
Neighbour for his good to Edifcation.. | 

And he not only continually ated and ſiffered him- 
ſelf for the honour of God,and the good of hisChurch ; 
but he ſeemed likewiſe perfeQly to ſympathize with 
all the members of it, in their joys and aq, 
for he rejoiced with them that did rejoyce, as may be 
ſcen in ſeveral: places of his Epiſtles, and he did as 
conſtantly ſuffer. with thoſe that ſuffered ; and there- 
fore'could truly ſay, as-he does 2 Cor. 11. 29. who ts 
weak, and 1 am wot weak ? Who is offenaed, and] burn 
ot ? T ſhall only add that which goes juſt before, his 
daily care of all the Churches. Now on theſe ac- 
counts, I look on Sc. Paul to have been the moſt abſo- 
lute . pattern of all kind of ſpiritual Wiſdom, Piety, 
and Holyneſs, both.to Paſtour and People, that ever 
lived in the World ; and he did as far exceed the pe- 

2za'tty of others,in all heights ofChriſcian perfeCtion, 
an}, ſpiritual ſtature, as Saul did the reſt of the Peo- 
ple, .1n.the eminent ſtature and height of his Bady:. . 
[ | ps * And 
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And from this exceſhive Zeal, and all kind of 
matchleſs perfection that was in St. Paul, I ſhall only 
obſerve theſe two things, briefly : 

I. The great preſumption, and unjudicious, and 
injurious raſhneſs of our Diſſenters ; 18 that they are 
ready for every trifle, to compare their Teachers 
with St. Paul , and to think them, and themſelves 
alſo, to be like unto, and'equal with him ;.and-in 
their blaming and cenſuring the Regular Clergy of 
the Church , if rhey come not up, :in their Opinion, 
to all his heights in every inſtance ; and by this groſs 
miſtake, and their not diſtinguiſhing exaQly be- 
tween Perſons and Perſons ; times, places, and other 
different circumſtances. of men. and things , their 
Teachers conſtantly make great advantage to thems- 
ſelves, amongſt weak and unwary people. 

2, It ſhould ever be remembred, that Sr. Paul is 
ſet forth in God's word, and eſpecially by his own 
Writings, as a moſt. Compleat Exemplar , under 
Chriſt himſelf,to all orders and degrees of Chriftians ; 

ſhewing them, not what they are all bound to be, on 
peril of loſing their Salvation, but what they ſhould 
aim to be, if they would endeavour. to be conſum- 
mate in all manner of Holyneſs and Chriſtian Per- 
fetion, as he was. 

And though, -it may be exceedingly advantegeous 
to us all, on many, accounts, to be often looking at 
{o Excellent a Copy, as St..Paul appears to have been, 
in every reſpect, yet?cis much to be queſtioned, whe- 
ther ever any one, ſince ' his time, has been able to 
equal fo exal; an Original : But, ?rts certain, that 
the generality, both of Paſtours.and Peaple,; have in 
all times, come extreamly ſhort of doing this; which 
brings merothe ſecond general drawa trom the Text, 
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viz. That even in the primitive times of all, there 
was muchwart of true Zeal, and great defects ant 
infirmities amongft the Clergy themſelves, or elſe 
the Apoſtle could noc-have Zaid, as inthe words be- 
fore us,” for all ſeek their own, mot the things of Jeſus 
Chrift, | 

T know, that all -pood men have-ever been- apt to 
think 'their own times the worſt , -antd >thet there 


' had never beenfo great-corruprion of YoArines, and 


mahners, as m their days. 'But the wile-man Hath 
tayght'ns, long fine, not to May, what 45 Me caufe 
that the former '4tys were bt ter thawtheſe, 'for faith' he, 
thog off yot wifely enquire: conternmg this, "Therefore 
we muſt affore our ſelves, that :thouph ſometimes 
have, donbrelefs, Heen betrer thanothers, for the Rlou- 
riſhing of tree Religion and Virtue; yet-that all-trraes 
have hadtheir feveral evils and difativantapes ; {ome 
in'vne kind, nnd fome in another, as waght eafily:be 
Thewn were'we-to take a'particthar view of -every 
Age. Bat'T fhall confine my Telf cinefly to the times 
ofeh Apoſtles : And *tis-manifeft enough from their 
own Writings, That 'they had mot -ofly 'to:do with 
Hereticks\and Schifmarticks, who labeured to wnder- 
mine 'and overthrow -their findemental DoQrines, 
and to break that exaQt order arid holy diſcipline, 
which they eſttblfhed <#h-rhe Ohureh ;/but even in 
thoſe' firſt. trmes of all; there -were Catmal-minded, 
proud, and feff-feeking perſons adrairted into'the Mi- 
niſtry, as well as into the Church': For if -Sinzoy Ma- 
gas could deceive St. Peter by his-Hypocritical pre- 
rences, to'the gaining admmittance into'the Church 


by Baptiſm ; well might others do the like, even to 
the'getring into the Tacred Mitiftry 4t If: and ſome 


of rlicfe proved turbulent Hereticks-and/Schifmaticks, 


according. 
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according to St. Paul*s Prediftion to the Biſhops met 
together at Miletnws, A. 20.30, where he faith, a//s 


of your own ſebves fhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things 


to dr mb away Diſceples after them. Thefe were fuch as 
chiefly ſooght their awn glory, and orhier worldly 
and bye-ends,which they had upon the perſons whom 
rhey taught, and not the things of Jefus Chrift, | 

_ Others were only, tuke-warm and cowardlyProfef: 
fors, 'who brought little profit or credit ra/'the caufs 
ofChtiſt,they were fo nearfy concerned in;fbr®tis very 
evident, rhere were great defe&s and failings amon 
thofe that held the Fundamentals, andabode in rhe 
unity of the Charch, thus'it pony, chat fone of 
them buitt only wood, hay,aad ftubble'upon the foun- 
dation” of Chrift Jefus, as the Apoſtle intimates, x 
Cor. 3. 12. 4.e. very flight, phanraſticat, and un- 
edifying doQrines, fuch, as woult not endure the fiery 
tryal of Gods fevere jntgment , that fhafl. paſs oh do- 
QArines, as well as manners at the laft day : and ſome 
there were which preached Chriſt of envy and ftrife, 
ahd not with that true ſincerity of heart, as is re- 
quite in every fairhful Mitifter of the Goſpel P77, 
1.15, 16. Thefe, T believe,. weretieither Hereticks, 
nor Schifmaticks,” for 'theh” St. Paz! could nor have 
rejoiced"in'tReir preaching, as he'rells.us he did, w. 18, 
but, T take it;rhar they were” Carnal and vain-gtoripus 
perſons,” and fich who envyed rhe pifts Wd. ame of 
$*. Paul, and thovgttt ro'take advantage of his Im- 
priſdumnetr, rymmkethemitlves the more conſiderable 
in che Church; an fome of rhe miraculouſly gitted 


teachers at Corint# cerned to aim mote at their own 
| glory than ar fliepood of the Church, and edfying 
* of rhicir'hearers;, 'as nay be conjeftutgd fom: their 
deligliting ro fpeak'in II ronguc, 1 Cor: 
LD 2 I 4. 
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14.AndI am apt to think that 4pollos himſelf (though 

he were a good Man) was almoſt tired out with the 
faQtious and untoward behaviour of the Corinthians ; 
for we find, he was not at all willing to comeat them, 
when St. Paul greatly dcfired him ſo to do, Cor.16.12. 
and St. Paul was ſo offended with John Mark for 
leaving of them (I ſuppoſe in a time of: need and 
danger) that he did not care:to make him his Com- 
panion, in the-work of the Miniſtry any more, which 
occaſioned that ſharp contention and diviſion,. which 
happened betwixt St. Barnabas and him that we read 
of, Ad. 15. 39. and Demas quite forſook his Mini- 
ſry, for the loye of this preſent World, 2 Tim 4, 


.10, we read alſo, that there were ſome defeQs in 


moſt of the ſeven Angels, z. e. the ſeven Biſhops of 
the ſeven Churches in Aſia, Rev. Chap. 2. 3. and 
very groſs failings in thoſe two of Sards, and Lao- 
dicea, But that which is moſt ſtrange of all is, That 
this very Timothy, whom St, Pau! makes his ſpecial 


. exception in this place, is generally ſuppoſed to be 


the perſon whom Chriſt himſelf writes to, and re- 
proves by. St. John, for having forſaken his firſt 
love, Rev, 2. 1. for the Hiſtorians do moſily agree, 
and *tis highly probable, that he was Biſhop of 
Epheſus at that time;, and when he 1s cenſured for 


_ forſaking his firſt Iove , the meaning is not , that he 


had quite Ioft his Charity and love to Chriſt ; but 
that he had abated of his firſt Zeal for his honour, 
through the manifold temptations, great difficulties, 
and dangers he met with in the diſcharge of his office : 
which is not a thing unlikely to happen to a perſon 
of ſo great virtue and holyneſs as he was. G 

But now if 'this were {0 (as we have great reaſon 
to believe) it ſhould be a matter of ſpecial conſidera 
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tion, and admonition, to all the Biſhops and Paſtours 
of Chriſts Church throughout all Generations ; for 
then it will follow, that this very holy T:morhy him- 
ſelf /whom St. Paul here ſo highly commends, and 


diſtinguiſheth) did afterward, 1n ſome meaſure, fall | 


under the ſame cenſure with the reſt ; and that he 
did, more than was fitting, ſeek his 9wn, not the things 
of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

And if together wich the ſubtlety of our ſpiritual 
Enemies, we conſider the ſtrange moveableneſs, deceit- 
fulneſs and inconſtancy of Mans nature; and the 
many unexpected difficulties, ſurprizing, accidents, 
and temptations, he is continually ſubject to, while 
he is in this World; and that our moſt natural inclina- 
tions, are Enemies to us when we are in the greatelt 
danger ; It will not be thought extream]y marvellous, 
if the beſt and holyeſt of men ſhould degenerate by de- 
grees, or fall ſuddenly, from a ſtate'of ſome eminency 
and perfeQtion in holyneſs. But then it. muſt be re- 
membred, that ſuch as theſe, are in a greater likely- 
hood than others, to repent and recover themſelves 
again, upon ſome ſpecial admonition or other : and 


_ therefore we have no reaſon to queſtion, | but that Bi- 


ſhop. Timothy did return to his former love and zeal 
for Chriſt, upon the reproof that was. given. him. 

?T would be too tedious to mention he many Com- 
plaints that are made þy God himſelf, and the great 
failings that are recorded in his.word, of the Prietts 
under the law, and *twould be endleſs and nauſeous, 
to reckon up the detets and miſcarriages of the Bi- 
ſhops and Governours of the Church that are to be 
found, in the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians. Grievous like- 
wile are the complaints that are made of the Clergy 


of their own tunes by ſuch holy mea as St. Chryſafom, 
LN | ' 
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'S. Salv1an, Gregory the Great , St. Bernard, Perrarchy 
ahd many others. | 
* Andthete is nothing more remarkable of this kind, 
than what we meet with in the little work of out 
own Country mar Gildery for *ris = nioft diſhial acs 
6eount that he gives of the Corruption of the Britiſh 
Clergy , a little before this Hand was over-run and 
deſtroyed by the Saxoxs. | FT 
| Burl ſhall wave all theſe, and ſich like uiigeateful 
matters: and-proceed to make But two Obtervations 
from what hart been already ſaid on this ſecond ge- 
nerat. | 
2. We may henee obſerve, how very apt Mans 
Nature is to degenerate and'{werve fromthe wiys of 
God, and how difficult a matter *ris for us conſtantly 
and duly to attend to fpirituat things , 7, e. t6 the 
things of Teftts Chrilk. | 

And if there were no other Arguments to prove 
the eorreptioh 6f hujtizne fatare;' yer the very oh 
fervitng, how cenftanely aft Orders:and Seciettes of 
Men, zre apt to fall away from the-wiſe #nd-piorrs 
Laws , and fri Rules: given ther by eteir firſt 
Formers and Fotnders ;, is enviigh t6:tonvince us VP 
it: and the Bodies 'of Men are ſcare there: apt 46 
corrupe art tittn toy forhe , aſter their Souls are de- 
parred froth them, than cheir minds'are to-#ter and 

rrepred; if they are mer/catefelly- watched hd] 

contirually Raſbned with Gods race. BY cheprace 
of God is tire BeoBrathed,, but By'the le of Teh 
means/as are proper to cultivate our Souls, and-rg 
preferveard-renew- the fpirit of God'ty theth; Hanes 
appedha the ' meceffity of! Feading', hedrinty; ehetijth- 
tikg; dt taking a8 actonpitof on (6Wwn attions 2 fri 
ward'as Welt-as ettwatd';- the: frequenr and ferions 
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confeſſion of our Sins, conſtant Prayers, and the ofren 
renewing of our Covenant with God in the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper. For bythe frequent and due 
uſe of ſuch holy Exerciſes as theſe, the Souls of Men 
are ſeafor?d with God's Spirit, as all the-.Sacrifices 
were to be ſeaſoned with Sait under the Law, Lev. 
2.13. and 'by_the due.uſe of theſe means we ſhall 
always have ſpiritual Salt 1n our ſelves, as Chriſt ad- 
moniſheth us of the Clergy eſpeciallyrtohave, Marg. 
50. and we ſhall be ableto preſent our Souls and Bo- 
dies as ſound and living Sacrifices, which are the-rea- 
ſonable fervices which God now requires of us under 
the Goſpel, Row. 12.1. and all our «tions and 
ſpeeches will become ſcund and favoury , according 
to the Apoſtles advice, Cel. 4.6. and Tz. 2.8. 
But if theſe Exerciſes be performed aftcr a dead, 
careleſs, and lifeleſs manner , -they will be-bur like 
dead: ſalt neither, that hath loſt itsſaltneſs; and rhey 
will not afford Virtue enough to ſeaſon out ſelves 
and our own ſervices , much leſs will they fit us to 
ſeaſon others. er: | £13 00 | 
Therefore it ſhould -ever: be remembred, that we 
are, every way, and on all accounts, fo'tyable to de- 
-penerate , and to be corrupted', without-a continual 
-and ſtrit watch oyer our ſelves ; that, ; exen- thoſe 
hich ſhould be our tbeft and choiceft ſervices, may 
be fo far from being acceptadle-to-'Gad , that 'they 
"may become offenſive and loathſome to him. | 
And we nwſt ever take it for an undoubted truth, 
that the graces of God's: holy :Spirit , ſuch as Faith, 
'Hope, and Charity , 'do-not:naturellybreed” in, or 
'grow up out of the hearts of men; but that the 
eds of them muſt firſt be ſown by God's Husban- 
dry, and that they-muſt be continually-cheriſhed and 
bY | Watered 
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watered by Man's Care and Induitry, together with 
the continued influence of God's Spirit, which he is 
always ready to give to ſuch as rightly uſe the means, 
that he hath appointed ; and made proper to thoſe 
purpoſes. Nay, the mind of Man 1s not only born 
a ſtranger to all ſpiritual objeAs, and divine Revela- 
tions , but there 1s alſo in us, by nature, a great 
-averſenefs.to all ſuch holy diſpoſitions, from whence 
the habits of Chriſtian Graces: are toariſe; and by 
which Chrift is to be formed in us, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks. . | 
And: therefore *tis no wonder, 1f the work of a 

Chriſtian be repreſented in holy Scripture, as a hard 
and difficult work ; and that we are therein com- 
manded and exhorted , to watch, to run, to fight, 
to ſtrive, to give all diligence, to contend earneſtly, 
to uſe violence , to take diligent heed, to walk cir- 
cumſpectly, to do all that in us lies, to take to our 
ſelves the whole Armour of God, that we may ſtand 
to, and acquit our ſelves like Men, in the great work 
we took upon us ar our Baptiſm. RES: 

; -» And Men have ever found; That the ſlipping into 
any. ſinful or evil habit, is eaſy and natural to them-; 
*tis like fliding down the Hill , and ſwimming: with 
the ſtream :., But the attaining. any new degree of 
Grace, and the encreaſing in,any habit'of Piety, doth 
require our ſpezial-care, /pains, and watchfullneſs. : 


Now, hence we may all be ſenſible of the diffi- 


culry, cf duly-and conſtantly minding, the things of 
Jeſus Chriſti: , and; that.?tis no; ſtrange thing to ſee 
good men ,to: fail, and ito come {hort of their beft 
-pur poſes-and refalutions:: - Becauſe *ris-hard. for. them 
to attend ſtedfaſtly., at all eines, to ſuch-things as 
arg irkcfom.and oppoſite to their ſtrongelt natural in- 

INS ; clinations. 
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clinations. For Men muſt have ſomething or other 
: topleaſe and delight themſelves in, or elſe they can: 
- not. be.caſy. or happy in-any_ meaſure. - Thenefore 
rill perſons. can'arrive to, ſuch.a pitch of Religion-and 
Piety ,, as to take delight and pleaſure in the Exerci- 
ſes of it, it muſt needs be difficult to them ; and they 
will ſo long be in immediate danger of degenerating 
from their holy, Calling and Profefſion. Nay, of fa 
ling into. grizvous'Sins,” and careleſsnefs of living. ' © / 
Therefore till our hearts be looſen'd, and pretty 
well weaned from all the things that can be enjoyed 
in.this life 5 and until we have eſcaped the corrup- 
tion that 1s in. the World ,, through the tuſt after 
worldly things, as St. Peter hath it; and tillwe are 
delivered from the inordinate love of whatſoever is 
in.the World, as St. John expreſleth it; and till, 
with St..P4u/, we can count all things here, as dung; 
that we may-win Chrift, we ſhall not be able ſo duly 
and ſtedfaſily ro mind and feek the things of Jeſus 
Chrilt as we ought to do. | 
2.: Conſidering this exceeding great difficulty of 
; always preſerving ſ{o.exatt an innocency, fo fervent a 
zeal, and {o.prudent a deportmeat ir all reſpe&s, as 
could be wiſhed for in every Miniſter of Chrift ; and 
' remembring, that there were great failings and de- 
| fets among{t the. Clergy, even in _the Primitive 
' Times of all ; The World; ſhould learri to make al- 
 lowances mto:them, and to. overlook their failings 
as they do thoſe of other men. For they are made u 
. of the ſame fleſh and blood,” and are Men of like Pa 
ions with others, They have the ſame luſts and-cor: 
ruptions,to-fght againſt , that other Men have,” and 
therefore it muſt not be thought ſtrange, 'if they are 
: Conquered ſometimes, though theit- A g 
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leadand teach others how to fight. For, you knows 


the Commanders and Captains are often Conquer'd | 
and flain, as- well as the Souldiers of common rank. | 
The: Prieſthood was never exempted from the fatal © 
diſaſters thar-befal men in the ſpiritual Warfare, nor 


was.it ever able to preſerve thoſe-that bore it from 


every moral blemiſh : Though-no one- of the Seed of * 
Aaron, who hadany obvious defet-or blemiſh i his 
body, 'was capable of the exerciſe of it'. under the 7 
Law, Lev, 21. Weall know, what that Eaw aimed © 


at, and what it was to ſfignifie to us : But however, 


in the event, _ it was but-like the reſt ' of God's moſt . 
perfect Laws, rather ſhewing men whar they ought 


to: be, than what they really are,. or ever have gene- 
rally been. 


not be h that'any order , or fmall Society of 
Men will-continue long in this World, without their 
remarkable defects and failings; it is therefore great 
injuſtice, to beſpatter and deride whole Orders and 
Bodies of Men, on the account of the perſonal mil- 
carriages of ſome particular Members; and from the 


And ſeeing by: the experience of all Apes, it can- 
"9 


faulrsof ſome Miniſters and Inſtruments of Religion, 
to: argue againſt and condemn Religion it ſelf. But | 


they.are commonly bad Eogicians, and worſe Mora- | 


lifts, that make uſe of this, and ſuch like Arguments, | 


againſt our holy:Profeſfion. 


And it ſhould eſpecially be remembred , that the 


circumftances of the Clergy in our days, are vaſtly 


different from theirs in the Primitive Times. For 


they ' were to travelfrom place ts place; and we are: 
tixed. to ot! ſtations:- ' They had their maintenance: 
provided for them'quietly , by the Charitable Care | 


and Piety'of the Church :. whereas we have. to do 
bg | with; 
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' with many untoward and unreaſonable Men for the 


teh : procuring of ours. The very firſt Preachers had not 
iy | Familes about them to burthen and diſtra& them, 


tal ” as they, more generally , have had, who have lived 
fa": inthe ſerled times of the Church. They had to do 


of  bighly reverenced and valued their ſacred FunEtions 3 

| we have:to deal with many ſuch as little regard the 
3 may accrew unto them by our Miniſtry , .or the 
Ice * dreadful Cenſures which Chrift hath empowred:his 
Deputies on Earth , on- good occaſion to denounce 


Knowledge in'the my of the Goſpel, immedi 
ately. taught them, bythe inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt : and we gain ours only by the ordinary ble 

"of fing of God upon our hard ſtudies, Prayers, and te- 
0” dious. Meditations. , In their days the zeal of the 

Church was freſh; fervent, and burning : whereas 
4 welivein the latter and perillous times, wherein the 

if love of many is waxen luke-warm, and .cold ; and 

he when Men are become lovers of themſelves more 

NC than; loversof God. Tn.thoſe days both'Paſtours and 

ON, Pebple did: generally. profeſs the:Chriftian. Religi 
' out of Chaice, love to God, and Principles of:Con- 

| ſcience; 'but, now, *tis:to be feared, ' too. many may 

; do tout of -Cuſtom,, -and [Intereſt , and meerly in 
cormplyance-with: the:faſhions of the. World. Then 

the Paſtours: and Miniſters of -the Church were cho- 

Do ſ{en-for their . extraordinary (gifts and zeal above 0- 
OT". thers': Now. through the Corruptions that creep 

- 1ato the Church by little and little): they are too fre>. 

| qurtly' put:an 5 aot for their worth , 'but accordi 
totheIntereft and Friends _— can make amo in 
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Nor with thoſe that dreaded their ielonnl Authority,and 


his | holyneG-of our: Office , ' or the infinite|benehics that: | 


oft | -ainſt: them. They had their Divine Wiſdom and 
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_ the great- Men- of the World , be they better or 


worle. 

. They were to deal with a fſelect!Company ' of 
Perfons, who were nearly and deeply concerned. for | 
the honour of their Lord, and the fucceſs of. his M- 
nifters labours :: But now, we (ſince the World: is 
come into the Church eſpecially in the looſe ſtare of 
affairs that:we are-at ey wo an).have to deal with a 
multitude of 'formal:Profeffors.of the\Chriftian Faith, , 
whereof few: have' a fincere Zeal :for 'the' thriving of 
it, and many are ſecret Enemies to the Eſtabliſhing 
of it in its greateſt perfeQtion: And they who do not 
conſider theſe and ſuch: differences |between the cir- 
cumftances ofithe Clergy in the Apoſtles times ; and 
ours,' in theſe days; can never pals an equal: judg- 


.ment either of them or us. For we are not bound to 


undergo. many. of: their difficulties and' hardſhips: 
Neither were-they lyable: ro:&veral of: owri temprta- 
tions-and :inconveniencies.':; V8 are-not tyed-to do 
divers Things, which they did 3 nor were they. bound 
to ſome things, which are! expetted from-us. And. 
to:conclude'this point, if-they: who had ſo-grear-ad- 
Vantages. to'keep! up their Zeal, were yet too apt to 
mind their ' own things, before the-things of Jeſus 
Chriſt ;. it muſt not-be thought ſtrange it: too many 
of. us ate ready: to do the like';- though it. muſt ever be | 
acknowledged, that they then,.and all wenow, who : 
havei taken the ſacred fountain'upbn vs,. are bound to © 
ſeek the things of Jeſus Chriſt, in the firſt place;and be- 
fore all other. matters, 'which may be called our own. 
which was the third thing Lhaye undertaken to:ſpeak 
uotofrom:the- Texts}! ot pd dou 5113 ann! 
« And, indeed, riothing. ſhould :raiſe cour:thd 
more:from Earth-to Heaven, and fix them -uponithe - 
| gs £ uſineſs-. 
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of his. Church his 
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buſineſs w we -have'i in hand-; than the ſerious and fre- 
quent conſideration of the admirableends of our office, 
and the-eternal ;excellency of-the things: we are em- 

eFabout:::: For we are entruſted to carry'on that. 
work: for which this whole Univerſe was/made, and 
that . hath - exerciſed the-infinite wiſdom 'of God to 
contrives All other Sciences, . Arts, and Profeſſions 


reſpett only: the'good of :this.:life, \horeas ours im- 


mediately: concerns:that Life,. ywhichis:to laſbto-Etcr- 
nal Ages. All the effets and Fruits.of other mens 
labours, Emean, as they are-meerly the produdts of 
their humane skill: and induſtry "thall periſh with 
zhis Warld;\1whereas: the \Gyir of: 003 lahours and 
admitiifirations, ſhall continued when time ſhall by no 
mere.- :Weare.inſtraments:to- put: in Exccution the 
refolutions :of+;the: Ecernal Counſels off Heaven ;- and 
ate-ſet tokegpup:alively.ſenſe.of ſuch truths,;and+t0 
promote fuck manaer»ambbglt iman, g5Thic.Sop-of 
God himſelf came down-from Heaven to! teach: them, 
And'the:things of Jeſus Chriſt, which we are to ſeek 
after, :and ſerforward:all we.can,: [Papremond, 1 

te:tel the HetogrtefabeRingai, Heaveay a 
iy gone ny ppine(s:of Gt 9d L! 

cd Ais2impoſſible),: that; Marfs-Cpre,. Wit, or 
Faghlblagi) \can-be; meine this: life, about 


gmatters/of = Eo than 
theſ&.uoBoy Tr Joly cept er SATIN; Rathers 
OO id | els.of. 

Will; concbt -'tho, bY oF —_— thi H __ * 


Milery of ET to are the Biſhops. and Paſtours 
X farthe.carry- 
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-— are to be accounted, as Embaſladours for Chriſt, 

that to them is committed rhe word of recon- 
cilintion 3 ; and therefore :accordingas inen receive-:or 
reje& thoſe offers of. mercy:and tavour wath-himſelk, 
which God- rendereth'1t6 them by their Miniſtry ; fo 
are they like to find peace with im- mhis Heavenly 
Kingdom, -ortabe rezedted fromat. - |. -. 

' Now, I ſay; the-confideration of >the nearnels of 
our relation unto'Chrift, atid che infinite concernment 
ofthe work weare employed/about; ſhould quicken 
and'exalt our Zeal far above that'of -Ordinary Chri- 
ſtrans. -'For, who. ſhould be fo-much concerned -for 
tlie honour of cheKi of Heaven, avthey whom' he 
hath ſaiti forth xo be his: Embafſadours ro chis People 
on Eapth ? And ifthe: 'twhoare\ſct on pur- 
poſe to watch forthe good and-ſerurity of 4he Flotk, 
Ra ligent-of their Charge,- it will nor. bethoughe 

ge if tit flrgil wibahe theapy ori —_— 
wm ſhouldpo' aſtray, :or derioft; d 2189 tis! 

And if the' Stewards of the —_— at rho 
behaviour in cena bo kogad rt he Fam 

wry 42: cannge! 1z Fa 
ſhould be foundiagroviliepitothein Miſcebsliki Te 
his return” The: Miniſters vf Clwiltareiterrhdd! 
wife Watchmen, iSeers, *Qverſcets;; py cients, 


&c, becayſoof he iGarefyl: - chops ahve 


bearove [His Ohh, <a 

as {OG on Karth, xowatch 
for the of hiis7 &all the'Nannes which 
are given then "in Gs, do- k'rhem, 


baſing an ergy els ISS 
Gr aS-Have/ Barre! 

upbi vir hands grants hetvyogmOnw:upontheir 

froulders, as is, (according tothe known: Syiog 4 -w 
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St. Ferom) even, humeris Angeloram formidendam. 
Fhough therefore they are nor debarr'd from any in- 
-nocent recreations, yet they ought not'to wrap them- 
ves up itt eaſe and idleneſs, fior-to lead careleſs 
and uſeleſs lives ; much tefs are they to give them- 
felves over to the —_— pleaſures, or looſe di- 
vertiſements of this World. For they ſhould remem- 
ber/'that their buſineſFand duty is, nor only eo'teach 
Men'the will of God;"'and open to thera the'mind of 
Chrift, and the Myſteries of 'his Goſpel}, bur alſo, 
and eſpecially, to be Patterns to their Blocks in every 
good work'; and to-lead and encourage th by by 
their Examples, to'all holy Converſation ind Go - 
tines. They ſhould be burning, ſhining, and-ſteac 

Lights , to guide others ſecurely, throngh the da 


aſlage of this Life ; that their Eyes be not dazled 


the mma Y 7 es fatut or falſe Li hes, whictr the 
Beyit is wi Siitinkins bp, and: ering forth, tothe 
diftra&ing- and confounding the weaker Members of 
the Church. And'becaufe God's People -are com- 
-manded to hear, to' imitate , mark, obey , and fol- 
low them ; "therefore they oug | | 
wudent in all thejr Corimands and Injunftions ; and 
fo unblameable;' charitable, and h6ly in all rheir be- 


haviour, that their. Flocks may readily-be followers 
of them 'as rhey ate'of Chrift and is Apoſtles, And 


in ofder v6 the” performing” aright' the charge they 
have tech wor iem 3 *ris highly requifite , cher 


d of all thoſe they are ro teach and watch over. 
oy, thong) ietay/ nt Benet tharevery Cler- 
gy-nian ſhould bes conftant Preacher, yet,-Ithinl, 
is required of all, who'have-entered into holy Or- 


ders, that they ſhould ſome way or other be-ſervice-- 


able 


hey ought to'be'fo wife and: 


ſhould have a real'concern, and genuine care; for the. 
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able in the work they have taken in hand; and that 
they ſhould have' a true zeal and earneſt deſire for 
the, good of the Church, and for the Salvation- of 
Meas. Souls. And this is the ſpecial Commendation 


thar.St.: Paul gives. unto Timorhy, above:the: reſt of 


his Fellow-Labourers, in the Verſe before the Text ; 
That he was: :snjuags, © poi ymaies. Te. YN vals ju 

Erurfty. 4«ee :That ho; was one like unto, and fiurable 
20: his-pwa Spul, .and;.who, was. genuinely {olliexons 
for.rheP}:lippeans ſpiritual concerns,and all who haye 
taken Caram Animaum upon them,, are bauad to ſee, 


that their. chaxges want aot.means of.joftruQtigns in all 


necnlhgy MAtearss And Ithat [lconvenient opportunity 

and all {xaitable. means, of ſeryiop 
[25h rant ls, "may be.provided for them. There- 
fore all that are committed to.their Care, ſhould he 
frequently called; upon, and put ia-remembrange;af 
the _—_ xaral points. of, their; Ghriffian, Duty;$5Þ4- 
very Article of the Faith, every: one of the-Ten-Comp- 


mandments, all the Petitions. of the Lord's Prayer, 


together wich the NoQrinepf the Holy $ Sacraments, 


are tobe futheicgtly opened:and explained,. Nome | 
__ rule gf: omoyaChurgs uld be wholly. un- 

egarded ;_ . dangerous 
ould be. Ir No ogrok Ie of God's Ordi- 
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,. which are. committed:to our own ay; 
alcly ſay , we. haye given the Sinner warn- 
' ing, 
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ing, and with St. Pa«/, That we are clear from the 
blood of all Men; and we may then comfortably 
commit the ſucceſs and event of our labours and en- 
deavours to the bleſſing of God : And, as *tis ſaid of 
Chriſt himſelf by the Prophet, ſo I doubt not, but it 
may be truly affirmed of his faithful Miniſters, ac- 
cording to their meaſure, viz. That, though Jacob be 
not brought. again , and Iſrael be wot gathered, yet they 
ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord , and their God 
ſhall be their ſtrength, lai. 49.5. For though it can 
never be hoped, that all the outward Members of 
the Church ſhould be brought, in any meaſure, to 
live according to that exaCt order and holynefs, which 
the Scripture aims at, and their duty obligeth them 
to; yet, *tis not to be queſtioned, but Almighty God 
will be a ſhield, and exceeding great reward to them, 
who conſtantly pray, and ſincerely endeavour that 
they may be ſo. It therefore our work may appear 
extreamly difficult, and our diſcouragements many, 
great , and unſupportable ; let us remember allo, 
that the greatneſs and goodneſs of the Maſter, whom 
we ſerve, is beyond all compariſon ; and the reward 
we may expe from him , in another life, is above 
all that can be expreſs'd. And if we are not reſolved 
 1n the firſt place, to ſeek the Kingdom of God and 
his righteouſneſs, to lay up our treaſure in another 
World, and to expect the reward of our labours in 
Heaven, ' we 'ſhall not be fit to be God's Miniſters 
here on Earth ; nor ſhall we ever beable to ſeek the 
things of Jeſus Chriſt, as we ought to do. 

And now, I beſeech you to bear with me a little, 
and accept a word of admonition from the meaneſt of 
your Brethren, and he hath dane. You all know, 
we live in a looſe, diſtrated, divided, and miſerably 

E diſtempered 
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diſtempered -World ; and we ſee allo the ſtate of the 
Church to be ſadly confounded, broken, and polluted ; 
and that our own Church and Nation 1n particular, 
have their ſhare inall thoſe evils and calamities, which 
Chriſtendam art preſent groaneth under. We have 
Enemies many, ſubtle, malicious, and powerful, 
threatning of us on every fide; and theſe are con- 
ſiderations enough, I hope, to make us all extreamly 
circumſpe&t, watchful, and diligent in our ſeveral 
ſtations and capacities ; and not to meddle with the 
ſtate. I-think the preſervation of the beſt conſtituted 
Church in the Chriſtian World depends, at this time, 
on the unanimous Zeal, ſteadyneſs, and wiſdom of 
her Clergy. Ido not ſpeak this, or any thing T have 
ſaid, or am abour to ſay, as though I doubted, whe- 
ther the Clergy of the Church of Exz/azd, were not 
(generally ſpeaking) ſome of the' molt learned, beſt, 
and wileſt that are this day upon the Earth ; but on- 
ly that IT think, *twas never more neceſſary that they 
ſhould be ſuch ; and becauſe I am extreamly deſirovs,, 
that whatſoever is a miſs, amongſt them, might be a- 
mended; and that they might abound-more and more 
(as the Apoſtle often exhofteth) in whatſgever is good 
and commendable. 'T he conſtitutiva of our Church 
hath been abundantly defended againſt all her adver- 
faries, and every cavil, that hath been raiſed againſt 
it, hath been, fully an{wered;by one worthy band or 
other ; I think, beyond all poſſibility of a material 
reply. Our Dottrine hath been proved to be truly 
ſound and Catholick, our Government undoubredly 
Primitive and Apoſtolica), our Worſhip the pureſt, 
the moſt agreeable to the. beſt ancient Liturgies, and 
therefore the moſt inoffenſive of any now uſed, or 
that has been uſed in any Age, or in any part of the 
Chriſtians 
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Chriſtian Church. Our Diſcipline (though at pre» 
ſent ſadly fallen to the ground) is likewiſe, in the 
frame of it, the moſt agreeable to Scripture rules, 
and ancient uſage,: the moſt moderate, and upon all 
accounts, the moſt juſtifiable of any that can be 
named. 

So that the whole Fabrick of our Church is made 
up of the ſoundeſt and moſt tryed Materials, and is 
as well put together as any particular Church in the 
Chriſtian World. And all this has been made to ap- 
pear if not to the Conviction, yet, in a manner, to 
the ſilencing of our Adverfaries, on every fide. And 
they now, all chooſe rather to attack us by wily 
tricks and politick entriegues, than by open force or 
dint of Argument. And'thepgreateſt advantage they 
have againſt us, and the main hopes that any of them 
have left, of gaining their ends upon us, lye chiefly 
in the looſeneſs of our own Members, and in that 
flood of Irreligion and profatteneſs, which hath broken 
in upon us, throngh the cracks and rents which 
themſelves have made ; and do ftiil help to keep open. 
For the diviſions, which have been cauſed among us 


have made the food! - Fabrick of our Church to 
fhake and ſhatter; and that want of Diſcipline, and 
profaneneſs which have entered in at the clefts do 
now moulder away the ftrength, utterly deface the 
outward beauty of it. For- if a Houſe be never ſo 
well built if it be nor atfo well prote&ed and cafechilly 
defended from the - injtiries of the weather and other 
annoyances 1t may quickly come to ruine. And if any 
thing can long preſerve this Church from further de- 
cays;'and heal the preſent wounds and breaches of. it, 
in ſofte* meafire it muſt be, rhe Unanimity, thetrue 
Chriftinn-Zoal, and thr pradente of the Clergy. For to 
| . E 2 ſay 
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ſay the truth, this Church hath never been rightly of 
a piece ſince the Reformation: and they were the 
different Sentiments among the Clergy,that drew on, 
and occaſioned, by degrees, the grievous diviſions, 
that we, at this time, lament and groan under. Bur, 
God be thanked, thoſe differences are pretty well 
worn off; and the Clergy are now generally well 
ſatisfied with the Conſtitution , and very much dif: 
poſed to be of one mind (bating the moſt unhappy 
breach, which hath lately happen'd amongſt us, and 
we ſhould do all we can to make it up again.) But 
*tis their ating together unanimouſly in all reſpeQs, 
their teaching the ſame things, and their keeping 
ſtrictly to the ſame rules, which the Church hath g1- 
ven them to walk by, and which they are all equally 
bound to obſerve , that can make them ſtrong and 
impregnable,againſt all the aſſaults of their Enemies. 
For as the greater differences amongſt the Clergy 
drew after them thoſe moſt pernicious Schiſms and 
Hereſies, that are now ſo flagrant amongſt us ; ſo 
the ſmaller differences in modes and manners of Ad- 
miniſtration, and almoſt any ſwerving from our com- 
mon rules, do give ſome kind: of ſecret wound unto 
the Church ; and *cis the perfeQt Unanimity and U= 
niformity of the Clergy, that muſt help to cure thoſe 
evils which have grown, I ſay, from the differences: 
that firſt began among themſelves. For all men. 
know, that what is done by common conſent, and 
by a unanimous agreement, carries ſtrength and au- 
thority with it ; whereas any thing done of private 
motion, or by following irregular Examples, is ever 
liable to be cenſur'd and carpt at; and *tis. a ſad. 
thing, when the very obſerving of the rules of the 
Church mult be lookt upon as a ſingularity, and » 
mo 
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molt 4:1 .cafion of ottence, and that meerly for want 
of that uniform aCting, whici our common duties ob- 
lige us unto. Andit ſhould be eſpecially taken notice 
of, that we are to do all we can to make men ſenſible, 
what the Doctrine, Worſhip, Government, and Di-' 
ſcipline of our Church really are (for not one in a 
hundred, either of our Difſenters, or of our own 
Members, rightly underſtand our conſtitution) but 
this can never be done effeCtually, but by a conſtant 
and uniform repetition, and exerciſe of them : for, 
'tis remarkable to obſerve, how ſuddenly Papiſts, 
and the Members of all other Parties among us, ſhall 
learn to know and give an account of the main points 
of DoQtrine,manner of Worſhip,Government,and Di- 
ſcipline, as they are held and practiſed in their ſeveral 
ways; and yet very few of our common people right- 
ly underſtand theſe things, as they are better taught 
and uſed in our Church. TI have not time to tell all 
the reaſons of this difference, but *tis certainly the 
reducing the main points of Religion to a narrow 
—_— , and the frequent repetition and uniform 
practice of them, that muſt make common people un- 
derſtand ſo much of it as *tis neceſſary for them to 
know. Unleſs therefore the Reverend Biſhops are 
Unanimous in direCing the reſt of the Clergy in 
matters already eſtabliſhed (and watchful in guiding 
of them likewiſe in all Emergencies of moment) and 
they in teaching and directing of the people , this 
Church can never rightly thrive and proſper. 
But the greateſt Unity and Uniformity, without 
a true Chriſtian Zeal inthe Clergy alſo, can never 


make us a happy Church and People neither, For the 
es, fire muſt be always kept alive upon the Altar, 
an 


be ready to be fetcht from thence, or elſe the Sa- 
crifices 
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crifices of God?s People will be crudely and coldly of- 
fer'd ; and they which are to ſeaſon others muſt have 
ſalt in themſclves, or elſe the Body of the Church 
will quickly prove unſavoury , and be ready to turn 
ro Corruption. And the trurh is, a Clergy-man 
without Zeal for carrying on the work he hath taken 
on him, is really one of the greateſt hinderers of ir ; 
and if they who are Miniſters and Officers in the 
Church, look more at the advantages and benefits 
that arc annexed to their places, than to the good 
work that is expected from them, it makes the looſe 
World to think, their Calling 1s but a Trade to live 
by, like thoſe of others; and not a facred Fun&ion 
appointed by Chriſt himſelf, and neceflary for the 
keeping up of true Religion and Virtue among 
Men, and for the winning of Souls to God, We 
ſhould remember, what Paſtours they are that 
love the Great Shepherd of the Sheep, even 
thoſe only that are careful to feed every part of 
his flock, as may be gathered from his own words, 
oh. 21.15, 16,17. We are ſet to profit many 
to all Eternity , and *rwill be'the worſt kind of 
Robbery in us, if we ſeek only to benefit our ſelves 
for a little time in this World, We are in the places 
of thoſe that ſhould be publick BenefaQors and Bleſ- 
ſings to Gods Church and People, and if we are not 
ſuch, we are injurious to God, to his Church, and per- 
haps, to rhicſe that would be ſo; and'it muſt not be 
rhought ſtrange, if the People go about to rob God, 
2nd us too, of thoſe dues, which God himſelf, and 
our pious Anceſtoars, gave for our Maintenarice-; if 
we rob thein of that neceſſary inftruftion, thofecon- 
ſtant Prayers, and good Examples which we owe unito 
them; andif we are nor Careful and truly IIs 
or 
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for the Salvation of their Souls, that are committed 
to our care, *twill not be wonder'd at, if they run 
away from us, and harken to thoſe, who take them 
chiefly by their Zeal ; and which is, indeed, the moſt 
commendable quality that is in them ; and we find, 
by ſad experience, that all we can do is little enough, 
and too little, to keep the Sheep within the fold. 1 
do not aim, God knows, by any thing of this to lay 
a heavyer burthen on my brethrens ſhoulders than 1s 
there already ; nor to deprive them of any liberty, 
that *tis fit for Perſons of their Profeſſion to enjoy ; 
much leſs, to debar them from taking a moderate 
care of their temporal concerns, and for the providing 
things honeſt and convenient for themſelves and Fa- 
milies ; for I know, it highly behoves them to have 
an Eye unto theſe things; but it infinitely behoves 
them alſo, to manage their Worldly matters fo, rhat 
they may be as ſmall a hinderance as *cis poſſible, to 
their greater Spiritual Concerns. And when all is 
done, we ſhould conſider, that honeſty is the beſt 
policy, in all profeſſions, and the faithful diſcharge 
of our Offices, as we are the Miniſters of Chriſt, 1s 
the readyeſt way to win the favour of God and Man, 
and to bring temporal, as well as eternal bleſſings 
upon us, and ours : *rwas the ſingular Piety and De- 
votion of the Clergy, that firſt won ſo much Wealth 
unto the Church ; and *rwas 'the' Pride, Tyranny, 
Looſenelſs, and'other defaults and negleRs of ſome of 
their Succeſſors, that occaſioned the loſs of it again, 
and there is nothing but a true and unfeignedChriſtian 


Zeal, that God throughly bleſſeth in all times and 


Ages ; and if any m— do generally mend the tempo- 
ral condition of the Clergy in this Land, it muſt be 


their Spiritual,and more univerſal Zeal for the bene- 
fit 
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fit of thoſe that are committed to their care. And ?tis 
this alſo that muſt redeem us from that contempt that 
hath too viſibly fallen upon us of late years. I fear, 
*tas been the want of this divine Spirit of Zeal for 
God's honour and the Salvation of his Peoples Souls, 
in too many of our Profeſſion, that hath occaſioned 
our reputation to ſink, and our calling to be meanly 
thought of, eſpecially by the viler fort of Men. For 
we ſhould remember, that Chriſt our Elder Brother 
dyed, and is gone to Heaven, and that he hath left 
the care of his Spouſe the Church unto us his Mini- 
ſlers, and he expeQts that we ſhould be zealous in 
raiſing up Children unto him, and to preſerve his 
name and honour in the World;; Now, if we refuſe 
to do this, any of us, *rwill be but juſt, if ſhe, whom 
we ſhould have eſpouſed, do ſpit in our face, and our 
ſhooe be looſed,and we be marked with diſgrace, as 
Meſes hath myſtically taught us in the Law, Deat.25. 
and you know , Chriſt himſelf hath told us in the 
Goſpel, what thar'Salt is fit for that hath loſt its ſa- 
vour. So that our Intereſt, our Honour, and, I may 
ſay , all that ſhould be moſt near and dear unto us, 
and that concerns eitherthis life or another,are bound 
up, in the ſincere and conſciencious diſcharge of the ſe- 
ral Offices we have taken upon us. AndI believe, 
our good Examples, in all kind of Chriſtian PraCtice, 
are every whitas much , if not more neceſſary, than 
our good inſtructions ; wpennlly in the Age we live 
in, wherein knowledge abounds , and good Books 
are every where to be met with; but truly good 
and pious Examples are very rare. | We are bound 
by our places, Men think, to ſpeak and teach the 
beſt things; and if we do not put in practice what- 
ſoever we teach, and preſs upon others, all are lookt 
upon 
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upon but as words of courſe: And indeed, if ti 

come but from the tip of our own Tongues, we mult 
never expect, they ſhould fink deep down into other 
Mens Hearts ; and with what face can we preſz every 
Chriſtian duty upon other men, and endavour tg 
plant in them every ſpiritual grace, if theſe are not 
firſt exemplified in our 6wn lives, and deeply rooted 
1a the bottom of our own Hearts? And how can we 


| intercede with God for others, if weare not well res 


conciled to him, and do not conſtantly live in ſome 
good Friendſhip with him our ſelves? And ina word, 
we can perform no office with full acceptance to God, 
true comfort to our ſelves, or any great benefit to the 
Church, if we are not heartily Zealous for our Lord's 
honour and ſervice. And now, though T owe much 
Apology for what I have ſaid already, yet I can ſcarce 
forbear ſaying many things more on this Subje& ; 
but I muſt remember my time, whoTI am, and to 
whom I ſpeak, I ſhall therefore proceed to ſay but a 
very few words more, touching the Prudence, which 
is likewiſe highly requiſite in Perſons of ourProfeſ- 
ſion ; I ſhall thankfully releaſe you, and perfeQly re» 


lieve your mjured Patience. 


We are all ſenſible, that Zeal without Knowledge 
is blind and dangerous, that *tis like Fire out of its 
place, and; we have ſeen enough of the miſchiefs of it, 
of late years, and! what' havock it has. made. in the 
World ; and Zealeven in:the beſt-cauſe, if it be not 
mixed with Prudence and Diſcretion, 1s of little or 
nouſe neither, and.it may be queſtioned,. whether it 
doth.not do more harm than good. And becauſe 
miſinformed Zeal; hath done ſa much harm, and in- 
diſcreet Zeal doth ſo little good, it hath come to pals, 
thatall kind of Zeal, though never ſo wile and _- 

| F ſtian, 
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ſtian, is counted, by toomeny, as a ridiculous thing 
and is almoſt every where, quite Jaughed ont of Coun 
tenance; and not only a Zealot, in any cauſe (but al- 
moſt any one that is Zealous in Religious matters) Hg- | 
nifies, now a days little better thaneither a dangerous, 
or a fooliſh Perfon. But it ſhould be marked, that this 
hath happen'd,to the exceeding great dammapeof true 
Religion,and tothe no leſs encouragement of all kind 
of Schiſm and Profaneneſs, and: by this means rhe 
Devil hath gotten an incredible advantage over the 
Souls of Men. But this diſtemper, which endangers 
the very life of Chriſtianity amonglt us, can no other- 
wiſe be cured, than by a more unanimous, truly 
Chriſtian, and prudent Zeal of the Clergy. For 
Prudence is that univerſal and ſypereminent Virtue, 
that makes all other Virtuesand Graces effeQual for 
the obtaining their ends ; and it gives reputation and 
honour to whatever is truly good and commendable 
in our whole behaviour, *ts this Cardinal Virtue of 
Prudence, that enable us to judge of things according 
to their own natures and tendences ; whether they be 
like to be good or cyt], hurtful or profitable ro: the 
common cauſe of true Religion, and of 'their ſeveral | 
degrees and meaſures either way ; it teacherh us, to - 
judge of Perſons according to their various prejudices, 
tempers, diftempers, inclinations, mtereſts, andabi- 
lities, that we may make the belt and wifeſt uſe of 
them we can, to the profiting themſelves and to the. : 
doing the Church of God the greateſt ſervice. For 
all men have their ſeveral gifts- and abilities, and - 
there are ſcarce any, now a-days, without their pre- - 
Judices, defeRts, and failings, 1n' one kind or aber: 
which muſt be conſidered; and alſo be allowed for, : 
by every prudent perſon, that knows how to treat | 
| with. : 
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with, and uſe all men to the beſt advantage : Pru- 
dence likewiſe teacheth us to gueſs aright at the moft 
ltkely events and I of things, whereb 

we may avoid many evils and inconveniencies, whic 

fooliſh, conceited, heedfefs, and obſtinate Perſons 
commonly fall into. Laſtly , Prudence teacherh us, 
to diſcern the fitteſt and propereft times and ſea- 
ſons for the _— of the beft things : For that 
which may be eaſily accompliſhed at one time, can- 
not be brought to paſs without the greateſt diffi- 
culttes and hazards maginable , at another. How- 
ever, your over-wary and prudential Men, too often 
omit alf opportunities of mtending any thing, urider 


- the notion, or pretence rather, of its being a very 


improper time to do it now : but tlris is only when 
therr fpiritual Zeal is not equally matched with their 
Worlkdly wiſdom. Hence it is very manifeſt, that 
both theſe, T mean, Zeal and Prudence, muff meet 
rogether , where any notable and greatly proficable 
good works car be I And as Prudence is 
to dire&t mall praftical matters whatſoever, to the 
making of therrt fiiccefsful ; ſo, more particularly, 


| it ſhonld teach ns to underſtand, the feveral ge- 
; nives and preadices of all the Adverfaries of our 
Church; tar we may be ſure to give them as lit- 
| tle offence, as poſhible may be; and that we may 
| be better able to ftop their mouths , abate their Ca- 


tummfes, ant wear off their falſe Notions of us, 
and to win them over, by degrees, if it may be 


| to the Pexce and Unity of the Church; and if rhac 
| cannot be done., however , oo beliavione ſhould 
2 be fich, thar whoſoever is of the contrary. part 
| may have no evil thing to fay of us. 


And to-this 


: purpoſe , we ſhould remember the blind Watrch- 
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men, 
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conſider , that all the ſevereſt rebukes given by the 


men, the dumb Dogs , the greedy Dogs, I/a. 56, 
the Idol Shepherds, Xzch. 11. 17. and we ſhould 


Prophets to the wretchedly ſenſual, ignorant, proud, 
covetous, and careleſs Prieſts in the Old Teftameat, 
which are very many ; and all the ſharpeſt reproofs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, and Jewiſh Prieſts, that | 
were delivered by Chriſt himſelf , and recorded in ! 
the New, are conſtantly thrown upon, and applyed 
unto us, by ſome or other of our Diſſenters ; as 
though we had been the very Perſons they were at *' 
tirſt levellPd againſt. But every Eye, that is not 
bloudſhed with Envy and Malice, or ſome other like : 
diſftemper, muſt needs fee the groſs injuſtice of ſuch 7 
dealing as this. Howbeir, we ſhould know, and : 
well weigh theſe things (and alſo who they be that 
repreſent us. as Carnal Goſpellers , formal Guides, 
unedifying Teachers, Hirelings, &c.) not that we 
might retaliate theſe injuries upon any of our Ad- | 
verſaries ,. but that we might behave our ſelves ſo 
unblameablely, in all reſpects, that we may not give | 
the leaſt cauſe for ſuch kind of Cenſures ; and. that, - 
with St. Paul, we may cut off occaſion from all ' 
thoſe that ſeek, and deſire occaſion againſt us : and, | 
indeed, that according to St. Peter's advice, they. | 
may be made aſhamed, who falſly accuſe our good : 
Converſation in Chriſt, x Pex. 3. 16. ; 
We ſhould not aim to vye with great ones-in out- | 
ward Pomp, or ſecular Glory ;. but our Honour and : 
Ambition ſhould be, to excel in. thoſe Graces, which : 
truly adorn a Chriſtian of the. higheſt rank ; and : 
that may bring the moſt immediate glory to God, } 
and benefit to his Church : and in a word {for.I : 
muſt not. run out into any more. particulars) we * 
ſhould. 
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ſhould ſtudy to approve ourſelves unto God, and, ac- 
cording to the Pattern of our Great Maſter, to do the 
will of him that ſent us, to let our Converſation be, 
in all points, as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
the faithful Miniſters of it ; and zot to ſeek our own, but 
the things of Jeſus Chriſt 1n the firſt place, and then 
all men would quickly ſee, that we were the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, indeed, the Watchmen of God, and 
the Remembrancers of the Lord of Hoſt, ſet upon the 
Walls of Jeruſalem, to cry day and night, for the 
guiding of his People into the paths of truth and peace. 
1/ai. 62. 6. | 
And if the Clergy would thus unanimouſly, Zea- 

louſly, and Prudently, ſeek to promote the honour of 
God, and the things of Jeſus Chriſt, *tis not to be 

doubted, but God would wonderfully bleſs them, and 

all their endeavours of that kind ; and it might yet 

be hoped, he might heal our breaches, and make all 
our Enemies to be at peace with us : that this Church 
as *tis the beſt in its frame and conſtitution, ſo it 
It might become the happyeſt in all the World. 
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